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As feed.. 
• Population growth and increased demand for 

animal based products (protein) 

 

Insect biomass as feedstock for animals and fish can be combined with the biodegradation 
of manure and the composting and sanitizing of waste. Grains/Soy now used as livestock feed, which often 
comprise half the cost of meat production, could then be used for human consumption (van Huis, 2013) and 
less deforestation and  environmnetal contamination from glyphosate… 





As food.. 
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Role of EFSA 







EFSA scientific opinion 
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Edible insects: a 
global issue 



In Mexico 
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Sustainability 
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Regulatory framework 

• Regulatory frameworks need to be developed.  

• The close collaboration of government, 
industry and academia will be essential for 
success. 



Conclusions 

• Insects already form part of the human diet in many 
countries, they need to be re-evaluated; however the 
sustainable harvesting of edible insects in the wild requires 
nature conservation strategies (environmental considerations 
and sustainability) 

• Insect rearing is a socially inclusive activity (requires minimal 
technical knowledge and capital investment and lies within the reach of even 
the poorest and most vulnerable members of society)  

• Consumer acceptability  as a barrier or an opportunity? (factors 
could be pricing, perceived environmental benefits, development by the 
catering industry of tasty insect-derived protein products).  

• A tremendous amount of work, research and feasibility, still 
needs to be done by a wide range of stakeholders over many 
years to fully realize the potential that insects offer for food 
and feed security: RESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT 
 



Insects as feed or food – a potential 
and/or a challenge? 


